Deepings Community Group

Guide 2 — Detailed guide to some of the issues in the
Local Development Framework for South Kesteven
Gypsy & Traveller Possible Site Options
Public Consultation — August 2007

The Deepings Community Group is a small group of residents from the Deepings
area who have come together to find out more information about South Kesteven
District Councils proposals for Gypsy & Traveller sites and to share our information
with the local community.

Having undertaken some initial research our group have identified a lot of
information. From this information we would question the need for the proposed
sites.

We understand that many of you have concerns about what is being proposed, feel
strongly that South Kesteven District Council have not been open about what is
being planned and believe they should have kept residents informed at a much
earlier stage in the process.

We would stress that our group are not against Gypsies and Travellers, not all of
the members of this community display the anti- social behaviour with which they
are so often associated. However, we feel very strongly that local residents in the
settled community as well as Gypsies and Travellers have a right to raise legitimate
concerns about the proposals and processes used with the appropriate authorities.

South Kesteven’s public consultation is about 19 potential Gypsy & Traveller sites.
. 7 sites in Grantham

. 4 sites in Bourne
. 3 sites in Stamford &
. 5 sites in Deepings

The Consultation run’s for six weeks from 6™ August to 14" September 2007 r
Responses must be received by 4.30pm on the 14" September.

We have prepared 3 guides to assist with responding to the consultation:

Guide 1 A short guide covering the key issues and concerns

Guide 2  This detailed guide covering a broader range of concerns and reasons
for those concerns

Guide 3 An in depth technical guide covering a much broader and range of
concerns and more technical reasons for those concerns

2.9.07 Page 1 of 17



The short guide will be made available in our door-to-door delivery of consultation
forms and is also available to download from our web site at www.deepings.com

We are very sorry but we do not have the resources to have the other guides
printed. If you do not have access to the internet you can use computers at the
library, or come and see the guides at one of our exhibition stalls, we will advertise
details of the exhibitions widely through posters in shop windows, at
www.deepings.com and in the Deepings Advertiser.

Essential Points

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

To help your local community, we would encourage you as a minimum to
comment on all 5 sites proposed in Market Deeping there is a section on each
of the 19 proposed sites below including the 5 Deepings sites.

Please do not feel constrained by the form you can use as many additional
sheets of paper as you like, or if you prefer submit your comments in a letter
to the Planning Department at South Kesteven District Council, please
remember to your give your name and address and date and sign the letter.

Please do not feel constrained by the suggested list of material planning issues
suggested by South Kesteven District Council on the Consultation Form:

"In principle...any consideration which relates to the use and
development of land is capable of being a planning consideration.
Whether a particular consideration falling within that broad class is
material in any given case will depend on the circumstances' (Stringer
v MHLG 1971). Material considerations must be genuine planning
considerations i.e. they must be related to the development and use of land in
the public interest. The considerations must also fairly and reasonably relate to
the application concerned (R v Westminster CC ex-parte Monahan 1989)

The Courts are the arbiters of what constitutes a material consideration.
(Central Government Communities Website - Planning System — general
principles)

We have posted a separate list of possible Material Considerations on the
www.deepings.com website which you may wish to look at

This guide gives a large amount of information under various headings to help
you pick and choose the issues of most concern to you.

Please do not copy word for word our suggested areas of concern even if you
agree with them completely — it is much more effective if you phrase your
concerns in your own words and only use our information as a guide to the
issues you may want to comment on or what you might want to say.

You may find it easier if you have access to the internet to complete your
consultation form on line as the on line form drops down as you type so that
the boxes expand to fit your comments. The consultation form together with

2.9.07 Page 2 of 17



the full consultation document can be found at www.southkesteven.gov.uk and
click on Gypsy & Traveller Possible Site Options Consultation.

6) If you want to discuss any of the issues with us further or would like help in
completing your form or letter please don’t hesitate to contact us:

Deepings Community Group Telephone Helpline: 07912 374 643

Deepings Community Group e-mail helpline: dcgupdate@deepings.com

Deepings Community Group website: www.deepings.com

7) In addition to commenting on sites you have concerns about you are also
welcome to make comments about any of the possible sites you support.

We have given information throughout this report which indicates why we feel
some of the proposed sites may be suitable including in particular the sites in
Grantham at Possible Options G7 & extension of G5

Please remember we are not experts just local residents but are here to try
and help you access information and not to impose our views on you.

We also have available two letters, which have been prepared for us by
a Planning Consultant. You can print off and use these letters as
another way of raising your concerns — the letters a short summary and
a detailed letter are both available to download at
www.deepings.com

Background According To SKDC

National Policy

In February 2006 the Government produced circular 01/2006 “Planning for Gypsy
and Traveller caravan sites” which clearly established a duty upon the Council to
make appropriate provision for sites for Gypsies and Travellers where there is a
known need.

Local Policy

With respect to provision in South Kesteven, the pitch requirements take account of
the findings of the “Gypsy & Traveller housing needs survey” (February 2006)
prepared for the Council by Fordham’s Research.

Emerging County-wide Policy

The Lincolnshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment — Final Report
has been undertaken by research consultants “Outside UK”. The report covers the
whole of the geographical area of Lincolnshire and aims to assess the
accommodation needs of Gypsies and Travellers in the county. The findings of this
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draft report re-iterate the need, identified by Fordham’s Research, for South
Kesteven.

Housing Strategy

The Council’s Housing Strategy also identifies a need for additional permanent and
transit Gypsy and Traveller sites, concurring with Fordham’s 2006 report. The
strategy includes within its priorities the need to identify and plan for provision of
additional Gypsy and Traveller pitches.

SKDC’s Statutory Duty

SKDC have concluded from The Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Survey
(as previously mentioned) that, in addition to the existing permanent site at
Grantham, there was an outstanding need for 20 permanent pitches and 5 transit
pitches.

The Council is under a statutory duty to make appropriate provision for Gypsies and
Travellers where there is a known need by identifying sites for both permanent and
transit sites.

The Research Findings and Recommendations
SKDC'’s Fordham report actually says:

“Overall South Kesteven’s Gypsy and Traveller population do not present
much unmet accommodation need. The groups in South Kesteven are
relatively few and well settled.”

According to the Fordham report, “the only significantly sized unauthorised
site in South Kesteven is the Meres Leisure Centre car park”.

“Two households in our sample are on an unauthorised site (Meres Leisure
Centre car park), but both would prefer to be on an authorised site. At the
time of the interview it was only possible to obtain two interviews with
residents at this site”

NOTE: This, as will be shown later, was because there were only two (possibly
three) caravans at the site when the interviews were conducted.

“South Kesteven District Council reported a large unauthorised
encampment at the Meres Leisure Centre. This was estimated to be
between 8 and 10 caravans in size in June 2002, and this figure had
increased to an estimated 15 to 18 caravans by June 2005.”

NOTE: Estimated by whom? Did a Council officer actually go to Meres and
physically count the number of caravans? Unlikely, since the figures are estimates
(unless, of course they can’t count!) Or did a local resident contact the Council to
complain? In which case the figures are not just estimated, but are also likely to be
exaggerated!

“Figures from the Council indicate that around ten to fifteen caravans have
used the site at any one time since 2003, with up to eighteen on the site in
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2005. Further research could be carried out to establish whether the desire
to move to permanent authorised accommodation is shared by the other
inhabitants of the site. If this desire is mirrored throughout the
inhabitants, then the Council will need to find capacity on a permanent
authorised site for up to twenty pitches”.

NOTE: This is an almighty assumption based on the desire of the only two people
at the site at the time. Yet this the sole reason for the alleged need for 20
permanent pitches. The Council have not conducted further research to establish if
this desire is mirrored by the other inhabitants of the site. This is probably because
they couldn’t find them, the Deepings Community Group have contacted the local
press in Grantham, and we have been informed that the Meres Leisure Centre is
really only occupied by Gypsies and Travellers when the fair is in Grantham. A visit
to the site on 12" August 2007 found no Gypsies and Travellers there at all!
Furthermore, these estimated figures for UP TO 18 caravans are during the
summer, has the Council established whether these people have already got a
winter base somewhere else?

Outside UK based their demand figures on data supplied by the District Council
Officer and, therefore, on the Fordham Report findings. However, Outside UK used
a different formula to calculate the number of pitches required; they used 1.6
caravans per pitch (Fordham appear to have used one caravan per pitch). Yet both
reports came up with a figure of current need of up to 20 pitches, how? Did the
Council invent the number of caravans on unauthorised sites to match the pitch
requirement set out by Fordham?

All the Council’s policies and the research conducted by “Outside UK” have assumed
that the need for 20 permanent pitches is a fact. This is simply not the case. Both
the Fordham Research and Outside UK recommended further research and
interviews with the Gypsies and Travellers to establish what the need actually is,
and until this has been done, there is a very great risk that an unsuitable site will
provided, at a huge cost to the taxpayer, and may not even be used. The Council
must engage with the Gypsies and Travellers to establish their true need.

Existing Sites in South Kesteven

Gypsy Count
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Count Authorised Unauthorised Unauthorised
No of Caravans Tolerated Not Tolerated

Aug 05 the Council identified 9 sites in total, 6 were used in the Fordham Research
— very little information is available about any of these sites.

Feb — May 2007 “Outside UK” conducted interviews at three sites in South
Kesteven, at least one, and possible two, were included in the Fordham Research

Authorised Sites
There are at least 3 authorised sites in South Kesteven.

LA controlled Spittlegate Travellers Rest:

Site capacity — 12 pitches providing space for 21 caravans. Site opened 1970, last
changes to site made 2005. At the end of 2006, there was no waiting list for this
site — indicating that there are no Gypsies or Travellers waiting to go on to an
authority run permanent site in South Kesteven! Then turnover of pitches is
estimated to be one per year. 1 of the families expressed a preference in the
Fordham Research to move to a council house, no information is available on
whether any action has been taken in regard to this expressed preference. Outside
UK also interviewed residents of this site, whilst in the main, they were happy with
the site, it was evident that improvements could be made to the site, particularly
with regard to repairs and cleaning up the site.

Additional Authorised Sites

The Fordham Research indicates that there is at least 1 authorised, permanent site
privately owned, but there was no information on location or capacity of the site.
However, the Research indicates that there are at least 5 units on the site — only 1
family was interviewed.

The Fordham Research also indicates that there is an authorised transit site,
privately owned, again no information is provided on location or capacity. However,
the Research again indicates that there are at least 5 units on the site — 2 families
were interviewed.

Outside UK identified two sites that were used as winter bases for Travelling
Showpeople. One of which may have been included in the Fordham Report.

The first was the Honington Circus site near Grantham, 6 families were interviewed.
The second was Fairview, Lound, near Bourne, one family was interviewed. Only
one respondent from Honington felt the site was not suitable for them but only
because it was a temporary site for them.
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Unauthorised Sites

There was 1 known unauthorised, permanent site in SK, but this was not included
in the Fordham Research, the Lazy Acre Site, Grantham. Outside UK did not
conduct any interviews at any unauthorised sites in South Kesteven.

The Meres Leisure Centre Car Park: Described by the Fordham Research as the
only significant site in South Kesteven. It is also described by Fordham as a
permanent site, but it is clear from the research that the travellers that use it, use
it as a transit site. There were no more than 3 caravans there when the research
was carried out and only 2 families interviewed, indicating that there were in fact
only 2 caravans there. They had been there less than 3 months, and were not
expecting to stay any longer than 3 months.

Although the council told Fordham Research that there had been an estimated 8 —
10 caravans at the site in 2002, and 15- 18 caravans in June 2005, the council
have not provided us with any evidence to support this claim, although the
Grantham local press have suggested that the site is mainly used when the fair is in
Grantham. These figures are not included in the Gypsy count, and there were only
2 or 3 caravans at the site when Fordham carried out their research. Outside UK
didn’t conduct any interviews at this site, possibly because they couldn’t find any
caravans there, and there were none there on 12" Aug 2007.

The 2 families interviewed on this site did express a preference to move onto an
authorised permanent site, but it is unclear whether they were even asked where
their preferred location would be. It seems that Fordham assumed they wanted to
be in South Kesteven.

Wharf Road Car Park
March 2004 — 3 caravans

Uffington Road Playing Field, Stamford
May 2004 — unknown size

Junction Between Al & A52 Barrowby
Sometime between 04 and 05 — 3 caravans

Other unauthorised sites

The Fordham research also indicated that there was 1 unauthorised transit site, but
it did not give any information on location. It may well have been one of the ones
mentioned above; it is impossible to know for sure. The size of the site was 3
caravans.

It is also possible that the 3 caravans referred to on these sites were in fact the
same caravans identified on different sites as they were moved on.

Lazy Acre Caravan Site, Gorse Lane, Grantham

At the time of the research it was clearly known that there was an unauthorised site
at the Lazy Acre Caravan Site in Grantham; although the Fordham Research does
not mention it nor does it appear to have been included in their survey. It is difficult
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to understand why Fordham’s did not include it and why Fordham’s claimed that
the only significantly sized unauthorised site in SKDC was the one at the Meres?

This site had applied for change of use planning permission from a Caravan Site to
a Gypsy & Traveller site. The planning request was turned down by SKDC in 2006
despite advice to the contrary from its officers. The case went to appeal and on the
14™ August 2007 the Planning Inspector granted the appeal and authorised the site
for 27 caravans including 15 static or mobile homes.

According to information submitted to the Planning Inspector Lazy Acre had
between 16 and 28 caravans on site between 2005 and 2006 (the period covered
by the Fordham research) but the site has been used by Gypsies and Travellers for
at least 15 years.

Is it possible that the figures referred to by Fordham for the number of caravans
reported to be at Meres were actually the figures for Lazy Acres, especially since all
visits to Meres have failed to find the large numbers reported to be there?

. There is confusion about the size of the site at Lazy Acres.
6" August 2007 - The public consultation document indicates that the site is
capable of having 12 pitches.
14 August 2007 — the Planning Inspector has granted permission for 27
caravans including up to 15 mobile homes. At the planning hearing we were
informed that the current occupancy is 18 families — does this mean 18
caravans or 18 pitches?
29" August 2007 — Grantham Area Local Forum Public Meeting — SKDC
claimed that following the appeal decision the site had capacity for 13 pitches
and that the Council now only needed to find a site for 7 permanent
residential pitches.

It seems incredible that the Council can claim it can only accommodate 13
pitches when at the time of the appeal hearing it was clear that 18
households were already accommodated there.

Clarification of the actual site capacity and how this has been calculated is
needed as a matter of urgency. It is clear from our own conversations with
the owner that most of the occupants do not have a requirement for the pitch
size suggested by SKDC.

. Outside UK’s research at Footnote 28 on Page 154 states that ‘if Lazy Acres is
granted planning permission in future this will fulfil quite a large part of
current need’. Given the questionable robustness of the Fordham research,
and SKDC'’s unverified claims that 20 permanent pitches are required we
consider that the additional provision at this site should meet all the urgent
unmet need in South Kesteven, allowing time for a thorough and robust new
GTAA to be carried out.

If the Council can establish a need for a further site in South Kesteven,
then they MUST consider the following factors:

2.9.07 Page 8 of 17



Y

2)

The site is appropriately located to the main travelling routes used.
There are 2 main travelling routes in SK, these are the A1 & the A52. Bourne
and Market Deeping are not near either of these 2 routes. The A15, which
does run through Bourne & Market Deeping, is not a route commonly used by
Gypsies & Travellers.

This is evident from the locations of the known Gypsy & Travellers sites, as
described above. All the sites, whether authorised or not, are located near to
the A1l and/or the A52.

There are no known sites anywhere along the A15.

According to the Gypsies and Travellers interviewed by Outside UK, the only
town in South Kesteven mentioned as a preferred location for any site, is

Grantham.

The site is sufficiently close to existing schools, shops and other
facilities likely to be required by residents.

However, it is only sufficient to be close to schools and other facilities if they
have the capacity to accommodate the needs required by the residents.

Current Facilities and current Households in the local area

Number of Households (figures provided by SKDC)

The Deepings 5446
Bourne 5637
Stamford 8769
Grantham 14808

Health Facilities (figures from the NHS)

The Deepings
Doctors Practice 1 (which also covers Glinton & Northborough)
Hospital

A&E

Dentist Practice
Chemist
Opticians

NNDNOO

Bourne

Doctors Practice 2
Hospital 0
A&E 0]
Dentist Practice 3
Chemist 2
Opticians 3

Stamford
Doctors Practice 3
Hospital 1
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A&E

Dentist Practice
Chemist
Opticians

g wo o

Grantham

Doctors Practice 5
Hospital 1
A&E 1
Dentist Practice 6
Chemists 9
Opticians 8

Schools (figures taken mostly from L.E.A. Report)

The Deepings No Schools Total Capacity No Pupils Surplus
Bourne
Stamford

Grantham

These figures show that in terms of Health facilities, Grantham has the most
capacity to support a proposed site, followed by Stamford, then Bourne &
then lastly the Deepings which is currently sharing it’s resources with
Northborough and Glinton. Grantham also is the only town with a Hospital
and an A&E department and maternity services. Given the poor health, low
life expectancy and the higher than average mortality rates of under 5’s
suffered by Gypsies & Travellers, surely it is essential that they be close to a
hospital, and particularly one with an A&E department.

These figures also show that in terms of schools, Grantham again has the
most capacity to support a proposed site, in fact the L.E.A. report stated that
Grantham had more surplus places in it's schools than Stamford, Bourne and
the Deepings combined. Secondly, Stamford, then the Deepings, and lastly
Bourne, which is already seriously over subscribed and the problem is
growing increasingly worse with the never-ending expansion of the town.

Shops and other facilities

The Fordham Research proves that of all the facilities that the Government
and SKDC suggest should be available to the Gypsies & Travellers, it is the
shops that are the most important to the Gypsies & Travellers themselves.
That was the only facility that all of the interviewees actually used.
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3)

4)

In terms of shopping facilities, Grantham again provides the most, then
Stamford, then Bourne, whilst the Deepings have only 2 supermarkets, a few
estate agents, hairdressers and a hand full of “novelty” shops. This is
insufficient for the current residents, let alone the Gypsies & Travellers.

Employment opportunities

The government policy guidelines strongly suggest that sites should be in an
area where there is an opportunity for the Gypsies & Travellers to find
suitable employment. It is obvious that the bigger the town, the greater the
opportunities to find employment. Therefore, once again, Grantham would be
the first choice, then Stamford, then Bourne, then the Deepings. In fact the
vast majority of the current residents of the Deepings have to commute to
find work, either to one of the neighbouring towns, or Peterborough or even
London.

Public Transport

All the proposed sites have been looked in terms of whether or not there is a
bus route and bus stop near by, yet NONE of the Gypsies & Travellers
interviewed in the Fordham Research ever used public transport. Assuming
the reason for finding a site near to public transport is in an attempt to
encourage them use it, then yet again the most suitable town is Grantham,
which has a train station as well as the most buses, then Stamford, then
Bourne and finally the Deepings, from which it is virtually impossible to use
public transport to get to work due to the late start of the few services that
are available.

The site will not over-dominate the settled residential community.
The site being proposed is 20 permanent & 5 transit pitches (assuming the
Council can prove that there is a need for such a large site, which so far it
hasn’'t), this is more than twice the size of the site currently in Grantham,
(and is bigger than the site currently at Oxney road in Peterborough). Given
that Grantham is nearly 3 times the size of the Deepings, or Bourne, why is
such a large site being proposed anywhere outside of Grantham?

For the site not to over-dominate the settled residential community, such a
large site must surely be placed in the largest town.

The site is not identified as category 3 in the strategic flood risk
assessment.

Given the particular vulnerability of caravans to flooding, and the ever-
increasing risk of flooding due to climate change, surely it would be more
responsible to locate sites in areas where there is NO risk of flooding.

The Deepings, whilst not in a category 3, is at risk of flooding. Grantham on
the other hand is not.

Possible Sites in Deepings
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. Site reference D1 west of the former Northfields Poultry Farm is
considered to be inappropriate for the proposed use as a Gypsy and
Traveller site, because of its suitability for the proposed use and the
fact that the use would compromise potential future development of the
site and adjoining land for employment purposes.

The use of the site would also impact upon adjoining residential
amenity.

. Site reference D2 east of the B1524 is considered to be inappropriate
for the proposed use as a Gypsy and Traveller site, because of its
suitability for the proposed use and the fact that the use would
compromise the potential future development of adjoining employment
purposes.

The site is at a prominent location at the entrance to the settlement and
its development would detract for the visual amenities of the locality
and the setting of the settlement. The use of the site would impact upon
adjoining residential amenity.

. Site reference D3 east of the Northfields Poultry Farm is considered to
be inappropriate for the proposed use as a Gypsy and Traveller site,
because of its suitability for the proposed use and the fact that the use
would compromise the potential future development of adjoining land
for employment purposes.

The site is at a prominent location at the entrance to the settlement
and its development would detract for the visual amenities of the
locality and the setting of the settlement.

The use of the site would impact upon adjoining residential amenity.

. Site reference D4 west of the B1524 is considered to be inappropriate
for the proposed use as a gypsy and traveller site, in terms of its
suitability for the proposed use.

The site is at a prominent location at the entrance to the settlement
and its development would detract for the visual amenities of the
locality and the setting of the settlement.

The use of the site would impact upon adjoining residential amenity.
. Site reference D5 between Millfield Road and Stamford Road is

considered to be inappropriate for the proposed use as a gypsy and

traveller site, in terms of its suitability for the proposed use.

The site is at a prominent location at the entrance to the settlement

and its development would detract for the visual amenities of the
locality and the setting of the settlement.
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The use of the site would impact upon adjoining residential amenity.
The site is presently utilised as a showground. The loss of this facility
would detract form the amenities of the settlement.

Conclusions
There is no evidence to support the claim that 20 permanent pitches are needed in
South Kesteven.

The Fordham research does not adequately demonstrate that there is any
need for Gypsy and Traveller Sites in The Deepings. The primary focus of the
report is based upon need within Grantham.

There is evidence to suggest that the Council have failed in their duty to provide for
the needs of the Gypsies & Travellers by refusing planning permission at the Lazy
Acre site, Site Option G4, contrary to both the governments and the districts
policies, and after the Fordham Research was submitted to the Council. Fortunately,
this error has been now corrected at appeal, but at great expense to both the
taxpayer and the owner of Lazy Acre.

There is evidence to suggest that the Fordham Research is flawed, and since all the
other policies and reports relating to the Accommodation needs of Gypsies and
Travellers in South Kesteven are based on this data they too are flawed

The identification of potential sites is flawed by concentrating solely upon
sites within and adjoining the built up areas of towns. No consideration has
been given to sites outside of urban areas that could sustainably meet any
identified need.

There is no evidence to support the need for 5 Transit pitches in South Kesteven
Despite the shortcomings of the Fordham report it appears that the level of
identified need is largely based upon an unauthorised transit site at Grantham
Meres Leisure Centre. The use of this site is infrequent, for a short period of time
once a year. Adequate arrangements could be made for this site to be used for this
purpose, on a temporary basis every year. This would eliminate the need for sites.

The Council should and could do more to help Gypsies and Travellers establish their
own sites. Several of those interviewed expressed a desire to purchase their own
land, but in the past they have repeatedly been refused planning permission
throughout the Country. They should be given the assistance needed to secure
suitable land for developing themselves.

There is also evidence from the Outside UK research that the existing site;
Travellers’ Rest, in Grantham, Site Option G5, should be improved and possibly
extended to provide more room for the existing residents. They said they needed a
play area for the children, extra parking and space for visitors.

If the Council ultimately conduct research that proves a need for a further
permanent site, then there is one obvious choice. Site Option G7 Venture Way,
Grantham. This site is close to the Meres Leisure Centre, so is clearly in an area
preferred by the Gypsies and Travellers. It is close to the Al, and is close to the
other main route, the A52. It is within Grantham and therefore facilities are easily
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accessed, and there is a bus stop nearby. The site is accessed via Venture Way,
which is a wide road, and although specific site access will be needed, there is
already a tarmac road on the site. The site will, however, need further screening
from the Al.

All of the sites located outside of Grantham will fail to meet the needs of the Gypsy
and Travelling community, and run the risk, therefore, of not being used if selected.

12 out of the 19 proposed sites are located in areas that do not conform to either
the governments or the district council guidelines. They are not on the main routes
used by the travellers, and they do not have sufficient capacity to provide the
facilities required.

There are already 2 sites with a total capacity for 64 pitches within 8 miles of the
Deepings. There are only 12 pitches currently available in Grantham. Even With the
addition of G4 & G7, Grantham would still have fewer pitches than Peterborough.

Grantham has to be the most suitable location for any proposed site on the grounds
that it is on the main routes used by Gypsies and Travellers (A1 & A52), it has the
most facilities that will be required, with the capacity to support further Gypsy and
Traveller’s sites, including a hospital with an A&E & Maternity departments. Itis
clearly the preferred location of the travellers, since that is where all the current
sites are located, whether authorised or unauthorised, and that is where the
Gypsies and Travellers interviewed said they preferred. Grantham is the only town
where such a large site would not over-dominate the settled residential community,
and would not present a risk from flooding.

There is a need for nationwide network of transit sites. The stakeholders
interviewed by Outside UK suggested that these sites should be located along the
main travelling routes, and in particular near Market Rasen and along the east
coast, where there are highly mobile Gypsies and Travellers, migrant workers, and
Showpeople with seasonal patterns of travel and work.

They also suggested that these sites be based on the “pull-ins” provided in Italy,
France and Germany. These are basically lay-bys located near a park and near
towns on the main travelling routes. They provide a cold-water tap, rubbish skip, a
manhole for the sanitation and a box to leave a donation. No one mans them and
there is no cost involved in them.

If “pull-ins” similar to these were provided along major routes, such as motorways,
and major A roads, then they would not only benefit Gypsies and Travellers, but
could also benefit other roads users, such as lorry drivers, holiday makers,
travelling salesmen etc.

However, these should not be left to the District Council to develop these should be
provided by central government to ensure they are evenly spread out across the
country. It may even reduce the number of accidents on the road by encouraging
drivers to stop regularly. The current service areas in this Country are the worst in
Western Europe and the most expensive. “Pull-in” sites like these may encourage
service stations to improve.
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Useful Links

1. Deepings Community Group Website
On this website you will find a range of information prepared by the Deepings
Community Group to help you understand this consultation

a)
b)

c)

d)
e)

Short Guide to completing the SKDC Consultation Form

This detailed guide to Public Consultation

An in depth Technical Guide to the Issues involved in the Public
Consultation

Example completed Consultation Forms

Letters from a Planning Consultant for you to download and use to
submit legitimate planning objections

Frequently Asked Questions

A list of example Material Planning Considerations

Information about how you can raise your concerns about crime and
safety issues

A copy of the Lazy Acres Planning Appeal decision

www.deepings.com

2. South Kesteven Gypsy & Travellers Public Consultation Website
This site Contains

a)

b)
c)

d)

f)

2.9.07

The Full Public Consultation Document including maps of the 19 proposed
sites.

The Consultation Comments Form

SKDC Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment - The
Fordham Report - February 2006 this is the report on which all of the
SKDC proposals are based
http://forms.southkesteven.gov.uk/SKDC%20Internet%20Data/Publicati
ons/Gypsy%20and%20travellers%20study%6202006. pdf

Lincolnshire Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Assessment -
Final Report - August 2007 - produced by Outside UK, this report
includes data for South Kesteven and is being included as part of the
consultation.
http://forms.southkesteven.gov.uk/SKDC%?20Internet%20Data/Publicati
ons/Lincs%20Final%20Gypsy%20and%20Traveller%20Assessment.pdf

SKDC Background Papers & Maps

This link will take you to the background papers to the current Public
Consultation - clicking on any of the blue headings will take you to
further documents associated with this issue.

Appendix A - is a table setting out the 50+ sites SKDC originally
considered and gives the reasons why some of these have been rejected
http://forms.southkesteven.gov.uk/SKDC%20Internet%20Data/Publicati
ons/BACKGROUND%20PAPER. pdf

Maps of the rejected sites
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Bourne Alternative sites not deemed suitable and not included in the
current consultation
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/Planning/PlanningPolicy/Bourne%20Al
ternative%20Sites. pdf

Deepings Alternative sites not deemed suitable and not included in the
current consultation
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/Planning/PlanningPolicy/Deepings%20
Alternative%?20Sites.pdf

Grantham Alternative sites not deemed suitable and not included in the
current consultation
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/Planning/PlanningPolicy/Grantham%62
OAlternative220Sites.pdf

Stamford Alternative sites not deemed suitable and not included in the
current consultation
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/Planning/PlanningPolicy/Stamford%620
Alternative%20Sites. pdf

3. Department for Communities & Local Government - Planning for Gypsy
& Traveller Caravan Sites Circular (ODPM 01/2006) February 2006
This is a very important document and sets out the background and key issues
that Council's need to take into consideration when planning for these sites.

http://www.communities.qov.uk/pub/389/Circular01060ODPMPlanningforGypsy
andTravellerCaravanSites id1163389.pdf

Updated Annex A to Circular ODPM 01/2006
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/43/UpdatedAnnexAtoCircular0106ODPMPI
anningforGypsyandTravellerCaravanSites id1511043.pdf

Updated Annex A to Circular ODPM/01/2006 (2)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/44/UpdatedAnnexAtoCircular01060ODPMPI
anningforGypsyandTravellerCaravanSites id1511044.doc

4. Office of the Deputy Prime Minister - Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation
Assessments - Draft Practice Guidance (February 2006) - please note
the SKDC Fordham Report was commissioned and produced before this
guidance was issued.

This guidance is very important in raising our concerns particularly as SKDC's
Assessment (Fordham) was written before the guidance was issued.

http://www.communities.qgov.uk/pub/404/GypsyandTravellerAccommodationAs
sessmentsDraftpracticequidancePDF225KB 1d1163404.pdf

5. East Midlands Planning Aid - An Appraisal of the Methods used in
Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Assessments in the East Midlands
(March 2007) Produced as part of the Public Participation Support Service -
This report appraises three Reports written prior to the National Guidance on
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conducting a Gypsy & Traveller Assessment being issued including SKDC's
Fordham Report - and is a very important document to our concerns
http://www.nationalgypsytravellerfederation.org/download/files/GTAAappraisal

forPPSS.pdf

6. Commission for Racial Equality - Common Ground - Equality, Good race
relations and sites for Gypsies & Travellers
These reports among other things set out what our local Council and
Councillors should be doing to provide leadership on these issues.

a) Full Report (290 pages)
http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/commonground report.pdf

b) Summary Report
http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/commonground summary.pdf

Prepared by Deepings Community Group
Deepings Community Group Telephone Helpline : 07912 374 643

Deepings Community Group e-mail helpline : dcgupdate@deepings.com

Deepings Community Group website : www.deepings.com

2.9.07 Page 17 of 17



